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Accessibility

Text to speech

Speech to text

(help with reading)

(help with writing)
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Provide options for 
Perception 
• Offer ways of customizing the display of information 
• Offer alternatives for auditory information 
• Offer alternatives for visual information 

Provide options for 
Physical Action 
• Vary the methods for response and navigation 
• Optimize access to tools and assistive technologies 

Provide options for 
Recruiting Interest 
• Optimize individual choice and autonomy 
• Optimize relevance, value, and authenticity 
• Minimize threats and distractions 
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Helperbird
Microsoft Dictation 
& Transcribe

Microsoft 
Immersive Reader Goblin Tools

Google Voice Typing Read Aloud
Microsoft Edge
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Speech to text
(Help with writing)

(Dictation)
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Microsoft Dictation
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Google Voice Typing
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Microsoft Transcribe
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Text to Speech
(Help with reading)

(Read aloud)
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Native to 
Microsoft Edge

Read Aloud Immersive Reader
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Read Aloud
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Read Aloud in Microsoft Edge
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Microsoft Immersive Reader
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Links to Mac features
Hear your Mac read documents
Dictate messages and documents on Mac
 

Links to Google features
Google Voice Typing
Chromebook Users 

https://support.apple.com/en-nz/guide/mac-help/mh35738/14.0/mac/14.0
https://support.apple.com/en-nz/guide/mac-help/mh40584/14.0/mac/14.0
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/4492226?hl=en
https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/9032490?hl=en
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Accessible Materials
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How do I make my materials accessible?

• Use Heading structure, so the page is fully navigable
• Sans serif or accessible fonts
• Left Align Text
• Include images/diagrams that convey the same information as the text
• Videos have captions & audio descriptions
• Images have alt text descriptions
• If PDFs are scanned images, make sure they go through Optical Character Recognition 

(OCR) software to access text

Deep Dive
• Round Table Print Disability Guidelines 
• Accessible Design for print - MSD 
• Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 

https://printdisability.org/guidelines/
https://msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/work-programmes/accessibility/accessibility-guide/design-for-print.html
https://wcag.com/resource/what-is-wcag/
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Make a scanned PDF more accessible

• Adobe OCR a PDF

Is it accessible? Quick check:
✓Can you select the text?
✓Does your text-to-speech tool work?
✓Does your text-to-speech tool follow how you would visually read the document?
* This does not mean your PDF is fully accessible, but it’s a great start.

https://www.adobe.com/acrobat/online/ocr-pdf.html#:~:text=The%20Acrobat%20OCR%20online%20tool,trial%20of%20Adobe%20Acrobat%20Pro
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Helperbird
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Helperbird
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Goblin Tools
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Goblin Tools – Compiler and Magic To-do List
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Goblin Tools - Professor
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Summary

Microsoft Dictation 
& Transcribe Immersive 

Reader

Goblin Tools

Google Voice 
Typing

Read Aloud

Overwhelmed

Successful

Helperbird
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